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Wiltshire’s Diverse Population



Second release
• The second data from the Census 2011 was 

released by ONS on 30th January 2013.

• Wiltshire’s total census day population was 
471,000 (its now nearer 477,000)

• The population has increased by 38,000 
between 2001 and 2011, an increase of 
8.8% which is  larger than the overall 8.8% which is  larger than the overall 
increase in the South West and England.

• Wiltshire’s growth rate was the fourth largest 
in the South west.

• Only the urban areas of Swindon, Bristol 
and Bournemouth have higher growth rates.



Who lives in Wiltshire?

In 2001 around 6% were 

born outside UK. 

In 2011 around 8% were 

born outside the UK
European, 

Middle east 
and Asia, 7,676

Africa, 5,244

Other, 2

Country of birth (other than UK), 
by broad classification, Wiltshire, 2011

We have a long history of 

some minority 

communities, Polish in 

Westbury, Moroccan in 

Trowbridge (90), Gypsy 

traveller community in the 

south for example 

European, 
18,777

Antartica and 
Oceania, 1,956

Americas and 
the Caribbean, 

3,418

and Asia, 7,676

Note: Although the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands are part of the British 

Islands, they are not part of the United Kingdom. These figures have therefore 

been added to the European total.



The new European 

dimension

•German population  – they 
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•German population  – they 

are almost entirely as a result 

of the British Army overseas

•The Polish community are the 

new feature in the landscape
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The military dimension



Our distinct military communities

186 184

158

139150

200

Number of Nepalese (Gurkha)  per community area

139

64 56

0

50

100

150

Chippenham Tidworth Wootton 

Bassett

Amesbury Warminster Salisbury

We have over 900 

Gurkhas and there are 

nearly 1300 in Swindon 

but nowhere else in any 

numbers in South West



Our distinct military communities
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Our distinct military communities

In Wiltshire we have 569 

registering as Polynesia, 

Micronesia and Melanesia

Highest concentration of Highest concentration of 

Polynesian outside London 

(1812)

Royal Logistics Corp based at 

Buckley barracks Hullavington



Our new population has 

distinct needs.

•We need to know – who is coming next? 

•New Army units

•We need to know are people staying?

•Japanese's – Honda – what’s likely to happen

•Polish are they putting down roots?



Any questions?


